The year 2000 brought significant growth to
Ashtabula County.
The projects developed,
committed, and/or completed in the year 2000 began
with the development in Saybrook Township of a
$1.2 million 60 acre North Bend Industrial Park.
Commencement of a new 160,000 square foot Zehrco
Plastics plant has also begun in Saybrook Township.
The project at completion will total $7.5 million.
In October, after a two-year construction period, the
Flying J Company opened its $9 million travel center
in Austinburg. The new $6 million Holiday Inn and
Suites in Austinburg began operations in the latter
part of 1999. Also brought to Austinburg was a $3.5
million Sleep Inn at the corner of State Route 45 and
I-90. Raxit Shah began construction on this project
and is due to be completed by April 2001.
In the City of Ashtabula the ABC Child Care was
developed through the consolidation of the old
Ashtabula County Day Care and Iddie Biddie Kiddie
City. A $1 million 15,000 square-foot building in the
Ashtabula Harbor was used for the relocation of this
new childcare center. Also added to the Harbor was
the relocation and construction of a new Coast Guard
station. The Ohio Department of Transportation
completed the replacement of the viaduct bridge on
Route 20 in Ashtabula City.
Ashtabula Townships Millennium Inorganic
Chemicals completed construction on its $30 million
steam and power cogeneration facility on Middle
Road. At the same time this construction was being
completed, K-Mart completed their $3 million
construction on a $50,000 square foot expansion at
the Ashtabula Mall also in Ashtabula Township.
The City of Conneaut experienced significant growth
with several new projects and developments. Hamot
Medical Center of Erie, Pennsylvania opened a new
office at Route 7 and Gateway Avenue. The East
Conneaut Industrial Park boasts the new central
location for the Conneaut Telephone Company as
part of a $15 million project. The Lake Erie
Correctional Institution completed the $40 million
medium security prison in Conneaut. After a $6
million investment in a new assisted living center,

The Villa at the Lake opened on Parrish Road. In
addition to these projects, Leather Resources of
America dedicated a new 35,000 square foot building
totaling $3.5 million, and Technology Integration
Products (TIP) committed a $947,000 equipment
expansion at its Conneaut facility.
In Jefferson, Lancer Dispersions bought the RSP
division of Plasticolors while Vision Plastics was
attracted to a new 25,000 square foot building. The
Ducro family continued a long heritage of service by
opening a new funeral home in Jefferson. Lakeview
Federal Credit Union opened a new office to be the
first credit union to come to the Village. The Foot
and Ankle Center of Erie, Pennsylvania expanded its
services by opening an associate office in Jefferson.
In addition WEK Industries of Jefferson hosted two
projects: a 40,000 square foot addition to its plant
and a 1.5 million expenditure on equipment.
Kent State Ashtabula Campus, working to provide a
better campus, sunk nearly $1 million in capital
improvements into its new telecommunications
network. The project is part of a $15 million effort
by Kent to improve long distance learning. The
Ashtabula campus is earmarked to receive $40,000
per year for the next ten years. The campus is also
spending $150,000 to purchase new instructional
equipment including new computer graphics,
engineering technology, chemical and biology lab
equipment and new library items, while other money
has been set aside to maintain staff. Another area of
improvement at the Kent State Ashtabula Campus
will be $175,000 project to install a new heating,
ventilation and cooling system in the C-wing of the
campus.
Other growth in the County included the completion
of a 170,000 square foot addition to KraftMaid of
Orwell.
Total investment of this project at
completion will be close to $25 million. Kennametal
of Orwell celebrated forty years in business. In
Geneva, Third Dimension commenced construction
on its 60,000 square foot new manufacturing plant,
while D-Termination Wire completed its 35,000
square foot building to accommodate its relocation
from Lake County.

